Sterlite f ring° NGO
urges TN to conclude
action against officials

Madurai: The Tamil Nadu govt has be-
en urged to complete the pending disci-
plinary proceedings against the 17 reve-
nue and police officers involved in ope-
ning fire on anti-Sterlite protesters in
Tuticorin district, and place them un-
der suspension so that none of themare
allowed to retire without facing the con-
sequences of theiractions.

In a statement, executive director of
NGO, People’s Watch, Henri Tiphagne
also urged chief minister M K Stalin to
seek the closure of the CBI probe orde-
red by the Madras high court and ent-
rust the investigation toahighly compe-
tent team of police officials, preferably
monitored by a highly reputed indepen-
dent senior police officer from outside
Tamil Nadu, comprising senior officers
of therank of DGP. This is because seve-
ral IPS officers and IAS officers were fo-
und to be responsible for the injuries
and the killings in Tuticorin.

Tiphagne said that Justice Aruna
Jagadeesan Commission, whichprobed
the 2018 Sterlite killings, submitted a re-
port to the govt in 2022. He stated that
while the Tamil Naduassembly adopted
the report in May 2022 and consequenti-
al orders were passed by the state govt, it
is shocking that despite three years pas-
sing, the disciplinary proceedings aga-
inst the police and revenue authorities

are still pending. TN



