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BJP opposed reservation
benefiting OBCs: VCK chief

At a conference, Thol. Thirumavalavan says OBC leaders who portray SCs as their enemy in

matters of reservation are unaware of the real enemies who distort the principles of social justice

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

eaders of Other
L Backward Classes
(OBC) who join

hands with the BJP should
understand that it was the
national party that op-
posed the OBC reservation
and overthrew former
Prime Minister V.P. Singh’s
government, which imple-
mented the recommenda-
tions of the Mandal Com-
mission, Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK)
leader Thol. Thirumavala-
van said in Madurai on
Sunday.

Addressing a religious
harmony conference, Mr.
Thirumavalavan said:
“0BC leaders who portray
Scheduled Castes (SCs) as
their enemy in matters of
reservation are not aware
of the real enemies who
are distorting the princi-
ples of social justice by
amending the Act for reser-
vation based on economic
condition.”

While it was clearly de-
cided by leaders during the
Constituent Assembly de-
bates that reservation
should be based only on
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social condition and not
economic, the BJP, imme-
diately after forming the
[Narendra Modi-led] go-
vernment, amended the
Act providing reservation
for the Economically
Weaker Sections among
the upper castes without
leaving any time for discus-
sion in the Lok Sabha or
Rajya Sabha, he added.
Listing a series of what
he described as the BJP go-
vernment’s “unfair” deci-
sions against the Sche-
duled Castes/Tribes
(SC/STs) and OBCs, Mr.
Thirumavalavan  asked
why the BJP, which mobil-
ised SC/STs and Adivasis

under the umbrella of Hin-
dus for votes, did injustice
to those communities.
“Why do the BJP and
Sangh Parivar outfits, who
claim they protect Hindu
religion from outsiders in
matters such as Tiruppa-
rankundram issue, are not
talking about the injustice
done to SCs, Adivasis, and
OBCs in terms of cultural
destruction and grabbing
away their opportunities,”
he asked. “When the in-
come limit for [upper
caste] EWS in availing post
matric scholarships is I8
lakh, the income limit for
SCs and OBCs are 2.5 lakh
and ¥2 lakh respectively,”

he pointed out. He asked
whether the BJP was not
against the same Hindus
whom the party was claim-
ing to be supporting.

He also asked why the
BJP and its affiliates were
not fighting for the SCs
when they were denied en-
try into temples and were
beaten up by caste Hindus.

Condemning the Madu-
rai city police for not per-
mitting the conduct of the
meeting in an open space
or a rally, he alleged that
the Police Department,
which worked for the State
government that endorsed
social justice and religious
harmony, was against the
principles of the govern-
ment.

“The RSS, which does
the brainwashing work,
firstly influences the edu-
cated section and people
in power. Going by their
working standards, their
first prey would be doc-
tors, writers, 1AS and IPS
officials, among others,” he
alleged. “If what I say is not
true, why should the police
deny permission to a meet-
ing which endorses social
justice and harmony,” he
asked.



