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‘Uphold inclusivity in
appointing HC judges’

Signature campaign under way at district court in Madurai on
Saturday. G. MOORTHY

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

Demanding to uphold the
principles of social justice
and inclusivity in appoint-
ment of judges to Madras
High Court, senior advo-
cates headed by former
Madras High Court Judge
Justice D. Hariparantha-
man raised slogans and
started a signature cam-
paign on district court pre-
mises here on Saturday.

In a letter written to the
Chief Justice of India and
the Chief Justice of Madras
High Court as part of the
signature campaign, they
said they sought promo-
tion of inclusivity and
upholding of social justice
in appointment of judges
to Madras High Court, as 11
of the 65 judges were to at-
tain superannuation this
year. They stressed that
the judiciary played a pivo-
tal role in upholding the
principles of equality, jus-

tice and fairness in
society.
“It is imperative that our

judiciary reflects the rich
diversity of our nation. In-
clusivity in the judiciary
not only ensures represen-
tation for all sections of so-
ciety but also strengthens
public trust and-.confi-
dence in the justice sys-
tem,” the letter added.
When there were many
communities that were not
even represented and
some inadequately repre-
sented, the Brahmin com-
munity was represented in
the higher judiciary more

than what was required.

“For instance, there are
11 Brahmin judges in Ma-
dras High Court. Of them,
nine are elevated from the
Bar. The percentage of
Brahmin advocates who
are elevated from the Bar is
27% of the total number of
judges elevated from the
Bar,” they said.

A majority of the popu-
lation in Tamil Nadu be-
longed to Thevar, Vanniyar
and SC/ST communities,
and representation from
these communities in the
higher judiciary was in-
adequate. Some major
castes such as Kondayan
Kottai Maravar, Arunthath-
iyar and Pirmalai Kallar
were never represented in
the High Court.

“We do not make a plea
to not appoint any Brah-
min judges to the higher
judiciary, but we just pray
that there should not be
domination of a single
community. Appointing
more Brahmin judges in
such circumstances would
only create adverse effects
and further exacerbate the
existing disparity,” it said.

In, line with former CJI
DY. Chandrachud’s state-
ment on the need for diver-
sity on the bench to earn
the trust of people, Bar
Council of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry and other bar

councils request for equal |

representation should be
considered, the letter said.

Henri Tiphagne, execu-
tive director, People’s
Watch, and S. Vanchinath-
an,advocate,were present.



