THE NEW

» INDIAN
"EXPR

e Ty, e ok g
3 reih

-1""-'-'-"-'1"} b o ey
Q2P K T S Bl

iR aﬁ; 'ﬁﬁt@;:i'ﬂf"'-;-??mﬁ;ﬁ‘-
-

i
3

AFTER the Tirunelveli district
administration attempted to
evict the former workers and-
their family members from
the Manjolai estate ear-
lier in the day based on
the Madras: High
Court’s verdict, Peo-
ple’s Watch executive
director Henri Tiphagne
and high court advocate
Robert Chandra Kumar urged
the state government to halt
the eviction process until all ar-
rangements are in place. They
also urged the state govern-
ment to provide a timeline for
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the eviction process.

At a joint press meet, Robert

said a team of officials, includ-
ing hundreds of police person-
nel reached the place without
1ssuing any prior notice.
The court verdict does
not mention immediate
eviction. “The houses
and rehabilitation proc-
ess are incomplete. The
- company has already
stopped providing the fa-
cilities that were earlier pro-
vided to the workers, including
access to education, hospital,
drinking water and transporta-
tion (excluding one emergency
vehicle),” he said.
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TN urged to stop eviction of Manjolai
workers till housing facilities in place

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Madurai

Tiphagne said they plan to
file review petitions for the cas-
es and also need time for the
same. Recently, the National
Human Rights Commission di-
rected the state’s chief secre-
tary to make sure basic ameni-
ties are provided to the former
workers. However, the officials
led by the sub-collector set up
camp on Saturday morning
with the objective of evicting
the workers.

Tiphagne said the state gov-
ernment, which identifies as a
social justice government,
should not evict the workers
until all arrangements are in
place.



