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WHAT WENT DOWN | 1) Police take Raja to the
-- spot where his gun is hidden 2) Raja opens fire
at them 3) Pollce start shooting in self-defence

‘Ra]a was a ‘master’; police
keen to dismantle hlS ‘school’

Selvaraj.A@timeofindia.com

» ctor Vijay’s block-
\. buster Master
. (2021) was about
ﬁm gangsters using
juveniles to ei-
ther commit crimes or sur-
render for offences they
never committed. It served
twin purposes — one,
the main culprit
would remain un-
touched by law; and
two, the juvenile
could only be sen-
tenced to a maximum
of three years, irrespec-
tive of the gravity of the
crime. Gangster N ‘seizing’
Raja, 51, who was gunned
down on Monday morning,
had a similar modus oper-
andi for years, say veteran
police officers.

The spot where Rajawas
*killed'in‘an.encounter.

A fitness freak and karate
master, Raja apparently had
an army of about 300 juve-
niles under training. Recol-
lecting one incident, an of-
ficer said that in the after-
math of the murder of DMK
union secretary Aravamud-
han near Padappai in March,
police tracked a juvenile, in
school uniform, who main-
tained surveillance near the
spot. Later, the juvenile and
four others surrendered be-
fore a Sathyamangalam
court in connection with the
murder.

How did a Class IX drop-
out turn into the feared ‘seiz-
ing’ Raja? An officer said he
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early 1990s, tasked with trac-
ing and seizing vehicles fi-
nanced by them in cases of
loan defaults. During this
work for a commission, Raja
got involved in cases of as-
sault and then a murder. His
mentor was ‘Market’ Siva, 72,
now retired after dominating
the crime world in Tambar-
am, Perungalathur and
Maraimalai Nagar on the
fringes of an expanding Chen-
nai. His legacy was continued
by Padappai Guna and a few
others including Raja. While
Guna operated in the suburbs,
Raja formed his team of juve-
niles and specialised in mak-
ing ‘sketches’ to eliminate
people. Most times, he would
not go to the spot, but would
sketch out the modus oper-
andi for field operatives.

Police say Raja had atleast
four families that he main-
tained separately. At the time
of hisarrest on Sunday, he was
at a house at Rajampet near
Kadapa in Andhra Pradesh,
with Jhansi, one of his wives,
and two children.

Police say their target now
is to identify his army of juve-
niles and dismantle it, lest
someone fill the vacuum and
emerge as the next headache

JAACT
condemns
encounter

From P1

magistrate, Karthik,

/% visited and examined
the encounter location. He
also visited the GRH where
Raja’s hody was kept for
autopsy.

Police said Raja, 51, of
East Tambaram had 10
non-bhailable arrest
warrants pending against
him, and that he was
wanted in connection with
an extortion bid, wherein .
he had threatened a
Tasmac employee at
gunpoint last month.

This is the third
encounter-killing by the
city police since the July 5
murder of BSP leader K
Armstrong. On July 14,
police had shot dead
Thiruvengadam, an
accused in the Armstrong
murder case. A total of 16
history-sheeters have heen
gunned down in police
encounters across the
state since May 2021 when
the DMK govt came to
power in Tamil Nadu.

Joint Action Against
Custodial Torture (JAACT)
has condemned the extra-
judicial killing of Raja
saying it is ‘extremely
concerning and against the
rule of law’.




