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People’s Watch urges govt. to take policy decision

People’s Watch, a Madurai-based human rights organisation has condemned

Tamil Nadu Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s (TNCCI) statement

welcoming National Green Tribunal’s decision to set aside the State’s order to

close Sterlite Copper plant in Thoothukudi.

Henri Tiphagne, executive director of People’s Watch, said the Chamber’s

statement that the closure of the unit would create ‘wrong impressions in the

minds of the investors’ completely ignored the demands of the local people.

Not only the government but also bodies like the Chamber should ensure

greater compliance and commitment to human rights and environment. The

Chamber should not sway towards crony capitalism, he said.

Instead, the TNCCI should have played an important and crucial role in

initiating dialogue between the protesters, government and Sterlite

management over concerns raised by the people. Mr. Tiphagne urged the

TNCCI to adhere to corporate accountability and spirit of justice.

Expressing disappointment over the decision taken by the NGT in the case, he

urged the State government to immediately take a policy decision in this

regard.

In a letter addressed to Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, Mr.

Tiphagne urged the State to take a policy decision as the closure order was

replete with limitations. The people of Thoothukudi were disappointed with

the NGT’s verdict, he said.

They had expressed their concern over environmental damages caused by

Sterlite Copper and were also brutalised following the crackdown on them,

even after 100 days of peaceful protests, he said.

Peaceful protests
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Seeking permission to organise peaceful protests against the decision of the

NGT, he said peaceful protests were the medium for the people to express

their opinion and concern against the order. The State government must

recognise and uphold the right to peacefully protest which was guaranteed

under Article 19 of the Constitution, he said.

The State must ensure that no obstructions were created for the peaceful

protests and demonstrations organised by the people of Thoothukudi against

the NGT order. There was a need for hearing and discussing people’s

demands and allowing peaceful protests without police interference, he said.


