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EXTINGUISHING LAW AND LIFE
Police Killings and Cover up in the State of Uttar Pradesh

Youth for Human Rights Documentation (YHRD) is a platform consisting
of individuals and groups committed to the cause of human rights and
social justice. YHRD was consolidated as an autonomous group in
February 2020, soon after the episode of communal violence in NorthEast Delhi. It consists of young lawyers, researchers, human rights defenders, and public-spirited
citizens who believe in using the tools of research, documentation, advocacy, intervention, and
education to empower disadvantaged and vulnerable groups.
In an increasingly fractured and polarised society having its roots in violent and hierarchal cultures
and traditions, YHRD strives to advance counter-hegemonic narratives fuelled by the ideas of
justice, dignity and non-discrimination. The attempt is to nurture a knowledge based framework
that sustains on rationalism and egalitarianism. In doing so, YHRD seeks to build a platform to
bring together the oppressed and their allies for generating critically conscious debates informed
by the ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity.
Citizens Against Hate (CAH) is a Delhi-based collective of individuals and groups
committed to a democratic, secular and caring India. It is an open collective, with
members drawn from a wide range of backgrounds who are concerned about the
growing hold of exclusionary tendencies in society, and the weakening of rule of
law and justice institutions. CAH was formed in 2017, in response to the rising
trend of hate mobilisation and crimes, speciﬁcally the surge in cases of lynching
and vigilante violence, to document violations, provide victim support and engage with institutions
for improved justice and policy reforms. From 2018, CAH has also been working with those
aﬀected by NRC process in Assam, documenting exclusions, building local networks, and providing
practical help to victims in making claims to rights. Throughout, we have also worked on other
forms of violations – hate speech, sexual violence and state violence, among others in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Bihar and beyond. Our approach to addressing the justice challenge
facing particularly vulnerable communities is through research, outreach and advocacy; and to
provide practical help to survivors in their struggles, also nurturing them to become agents of
change.
People’s Watch (PW), one of India’s leading human rights organizations, seeks
to hold the State accountable for human rights violations and advance a
human rights culture in society. For over 25 years, PW has fought for the
protection and promotion of human rights in the country. Its mission is (i)
protecting human rights through monitoring human rights violations,
intervention and building solidarity with people’s struggle for human rights
and (ii) promoting human rights culture through education and conscientizing the larger
community. PW has initiated All India Network of NGOs and Individuals working with National
Human Rights Institutions (AiNNI) to monitor, engage and pressurize the human rights
commissions to function as per their mandate. Human Rights Defenders’ Alert - India (HRDA),
network of organizations with its national coordination oﬃce in PW, provides support and
solidarity to human rights defenders at risk throughout the country. PW is also a member of World
Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) Geneva, Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development
(FORUM-ASIA), Thailand International Dalit Solidarity Network (IDSN), Denmark, International
Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), France, CIVICUS (World Alliance for Citizen Participation),
South Africa and HRE 2020 (An organisation to promote Human Rights Education in the United
Nations).
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